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A LETTER FROM EUROPE—U.S. LEADERSHIP IN 
THE POST-SOVIET AGE IS NEEDED TO FACE 
NEW CHALLENGES 
Twenty years have passed since the revolu-

tions that restored freedom to what had been 
the captive nations of Central and Eastern 
Europe. That many Americans no longer 
give much thought to that part of the world 
testifies, in part, to the region’s success. The 
eastward expansion of NATO and the Euro-
pean Union helped bring security, stability 
and growing prosperity; more important, the 
countries themselves have nurtured demo-
cratic and free-market institutions that in 
1989 would have seemed unreachable. 

Yet an impressive collection of former 
presidents and ministers from the first two 
decades of post-communism warn, in a letter 
released last week, that long-lasting success 
should not be assumed. ‘‘All is not well ei-
ther in our region or in the transatlantic re-
lationship,’’ they caution. Since the signato-
ries are staunch allies of the United States 
and of democracy—ranging from Vaclav 
Havel and Alexandr Vondra of the Czech Re-
public to Lech Walesa and Alexander 
Kwasniewski of Poland to Vaira Vike- 
Freiberga of Latvia and Valdas Adamkus of 
Lithuania—they merit a hearing. 

The global recession has given room to 
‘‘nationalism, extremism, populism, and 
anti-Semitism’’ in some of their countries, 
the former leaders acknowledge. At the same 
time, they say, ‘‘NATO today seems weaker 
than when we joined’’ while ‘‘Russia is back 
as a revisionist power pursuing a 19th-cen-
tury agenda with 21st-century tactics and 
methods. . . . The danger is that Russia’s 
creeping intimidation and influence-peddling 
in the region could over time lead to a de 
facto neutralization of the region.’’ 

In response, they say, the Obama adminis-
tration should recommit to NATO as a de-
fense alliance, not just an expeditionary 
force with duties in Afghanistan and beyond. 
It should support pipelines that will dimin-
ish the region’s dependence on Russian oil 
and gas. It should take care, as it evaluates 
planned missile-defense installations in Po-
land and the Czech Republic that Russia op-
poses, to consult closely with the govern-
ments that have the most at stake. It should 
invest in relationships with younger genera-
tions that do not remember communism or 
the struggle against it. 

None of this will come as news to Presi-
dent Obama, who has made clear, in Moscow 
and elsewhere, that the United States will 
not recognize a privileged Russian sphere of 
influence in the former Soviet Union or War-
saw Pact. Vice President Biden, who first de-
livered that message for the administration 
in a speech in Munich in February, presum-
ably will reiterate it during his upcoming 
visit to Ukraine and Georgia. The adminis-
tration nonetheless should take the letter to 
heart, not as a rebuke but as encouragement. 
Nations clamoring for a stronger U.S rela-
tionship, built on the ideals of freedom and 
alliance, are not so numerous that Wash-
ington can afford to take them for granted. 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I 
voted against Senator LIEBERMAN’s 
amendment to immediately authorize 
a significant increase in the size of the 
Army because I did not believe it was 
in the best interest of our troops or our 
national security. There is an incred-
ible strain on the force right now, in-
cluding multiple deployments and in-
sufficient dwell time, due to our failure 
to promptly and fully redeploy from 
Iraq. Rather than spending billions of 
dollars to increase the size of the 

Army, we should promptly redeploy 
from Iraq so that we can focus on the 
global threat posed by al-Qaida and so 
that we can reduce the strain on our 
troops. Indeed, the Iraqi Government 
has asked us to remove our troops from 
Iraqi cities, and as a result many U.S. 
servicemembers, including Wisconsin 
soldiers, are sitting on their bases with 
no mission. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR STAR PRINT—S. 1474 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that S. 1474 be star 
printed with the changes at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, JULY 23, 
2009 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate 
completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m. tomorrow, Thurs-
day, July 23; that following the prayer 
and pledge, the Journal of proceedings 
be approved to date, the morning hour 
be deemed expired, the time for the two 
leaders be reserved for their use later 
in the day, and the Senate resume con-
sideration of Calendar No. 89, S. 1390, 
which is the Department of Defense au-
thorization bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, for the in-
formation of all Senators, the filing 
deadline for first-degree amendments 
to the Defense authorization bill is 1 
p.m. tomorrow. 

Senators should expect rollcall votes 
throughout the day as we work 
through amendments to the bill. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that following the re-
marks of Senator DODD, the Senate ad-
journ under the previous order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak for up to 
10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMENDING WOMEN AIRFORCE 
PILOTS 

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, 
today I am honored to recognize an ex-
ceptional group of women who served 
in World War II. When their country 
needed them, they answered the call 
and chartered a bold new course for 
women in the military. Sixty-seven 
years ago, over 1,000 courageous women 
became the first in United States his-
tory trained to fly an American mili-
tary aircraft. These women are known 
as the Women Airforce Service Pilots, 
the WASPs. Today we offer them our 
sincere admiration and deepest thanks. 

These women came to be known as 
the ‘‘Fly Girls.’’ They were patriots, 
they were pioneers, but above all they 
were pilots. They flew the same planes 
as their male counterparts, learned the 
same skills, and served the same coun-
try. They were among the first to fly 
the B–26 Martin Marauder and the B–29 
Super Fortress. The Fly Girls, how-
ever, served as civilians rather than as 
members of the Armed Forces. Civilian 
status prevented the Fly Girls from 
being recognized with their military 
counterparts. And the 38 brave women 
who died during their service were not 
honored with flag-draped caskets, nor 
could their families hang gold stars in 
their windows. 

Today we pause to recognize these 
women and their families with an 
honor that is long overdue and much 
deserved. I am proud to have been a co-
sponsor of S. 614, which authorized the 
awarding of the Congressional Gold 
Medal to the Women Airforce Service 
Pilots of World War II. This bill sailed 
through Congress in 3 months and on 
July 1, 2009, President Barack Obama 
signed Public Law 111–40, granting the 
highest civilian award to this deserving 
group of women. 

I am particularly proud of the Kansas 
women who served in this unique mili-
tary force. Today we honor all those 
Kansas WASPs who have gone before 
us and recognize the two surviving 
Kansas WASPs, Meriem Anderson of 
Eureka, KS, and Marjorie Rees of Prai-
rie Village, KS. 

The WASPs have never asked for our 
praise. When Rees was asked how she 
felt about being overlooked for so 
many years she simply responded, ‘‘We 
didn’t resent that we were ignored so 
long. We’ve thought for years how very 
lucky we were to fly those wonderful 
airplanes.’’ Her words express a quiet 
heroism, and remind us that the no-
blest act of sacrifice is the one that ex-
pects nothing in return. The accom-
plishments of these women, and the 
manner in which they have continued 
to conduct their lives, is a testament 
to their remarkable character. The 
thanks and recognition we offer them 
today pales in comparison to the gift 
they have given us—freedom. 

Their strength has inspired many 
other women to also look to the skies. 
MAJ Gina Sabric, an F–16 fighter pilot, 
voiced her appreciation to the WASPs 
when she said, ‘‘Women in aviation has 
definitely been a stepping- 
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stone progression, one that the WASPs 
started. Without them, it would have 
been a longer, tougher road. They set 
the stage for the rest of us to be able to 
continue what they started.’’ 

On behalf of myself, the State of 
Kansas, and the people of this great 
country, I wish to express my sincerest 
thanks to all of the WASPs for their 
brave and patriotic service in World 
War II. We are truly a grateful Nation. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Ola Mildred ‘‘Millie’’ Rexroat 
and the six other women from South 
Dakota who served honorably during 
World War II as members of the Women 
Airforce Service Pilots, WASPs. 

More than 1,000 women answered the 
call and served as pilots during World 
War II. Because WASPs records were 
classified and archived for over 30 
years, WASPs have been left out of 
much of the documented history of 
World War II. 

On July 1, 2009, legislation was signed 
into law that honors the service of 
these women with the Congressional 
Gold Medal, which is given in honor of 
outstanding service to the United 
States and is one of the nation’s high-
est civilian awards. This Congressional 
Gold Medal finally gives these women 
the honor they deserve. 

Between 1942 and 1944, the 1,102 
women of WASP were trained in Texas, 
and then went on to fly noncombat do-
mestic military missions so all their 
male counterparts could be deployed to 
combat. WASPs were required to com-
plete the same primary, basic, and ad-
vanced training courses as male Army 
Air Corps pilots, and many went on to 
specialized flight training. By the con-
clusion of the war, WASPs logged 60 
million miles of flying in every kind of 
military aircraft. 

Following the war, the WASPs were 
disbanded and the women pilots paid 
their own way home without pomp or 
circumstance. Even during the war, the 
families of the 38 women who died in 
the line of duty were responsible for 
the costs to transport their bodies and 
arrange burials. It was not until 1977 
that the WASPs were granted veterans’ 
status. 

Ms. Rexroat is the last surviving 
member of the WASPs living in South 
Dakota, and she is believed to be the 
only female Native American to serve 
as a member of the WASPs in World 
War II. 

Ms. Rexroat spent part of her child-
hood living with her grandmother at 
Vetal, SD. She graduated from St. 
Mary’s Indian High School for Girls in 
Springfield, SD. After college, she 
graduated from WASPs training in the 
‘‘1944–7’’ class on September 8, 1944, at 
Sweetwater, TX. She then spent 4 
months towing targets for students be-
hind a T6 plane at Eagle Pass Army 
Airfield, TX. 

Ms. Rexroat is 91 years old and still 
lives independently in Edgemont, SD. 
Her vivid memories of her service are 
inspiring, and I am proud to have co-
sponsored the bill to provide these 

women the Congressional Gold Medal 
and recognize their service here on the 
floor of the Senate today. 

While five of the other women are no 
longer with us, I would like to post-
humously recognize the other women 
who joined from South Dakota: Helen 
(Anderson) Severson of Summit, SD, 
who was killed in service during a 
flight training accident in 1943; Mar-
jorie (Redding) Christiansen of Mystic, 
SD; Loes (Monk) MacKenzie of Salem, 
SD; Laurine Nielsen of Deadwood, SD; 
and Maxine (Nolt) Wright DeHaven of 
Sioux Falls, SD. I would also like to 
recognize Violet (Thurn) Cowden for-
merly of Bowdle, SD. 

f 

35TH YEAR OF THE DIVISION AND 
OCCUPATION OF CYPRUS 

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise in 
commemoration of a deeply tragic an-
niversary for the Cypriot-American 
community, their friends and relatives 
in Cyprus, and for the respect of human 
rights and international law. Thirty- 
five years ago this week, the armed 
forces of Turkey violated the sov-
ereignty and territory of the Republic 
of Cyprus by illegally invading and oc-
cupying the north of the island state. 

The international community, speak-
ing through resolution after resolution 
by the United Nations Security Council 
and General Assembly, has since 1974 
called for an end to the division of Cy-
prus and the return of refugees to their 
homes. Yet three and a half decades 
later, the military occupation of one 
third of our close and consistent ally’s 
territory by Turkey remains an intol-
erable reality. 

There are more than 43,000 Turkish 
troops on Cyprus—that is approxi-
mately one Turkish soldier for every 
two Turkish Cypriots. The occupation, 
expropriation, transfer and destruction 
of Greek Cypriot-owned property in the 
north of the island proceeds unabated. 
Indeed, an estimated 7,000 to 10,000 U.S. 
citizens of Cypriot descent have claims 
to such properties. So too continues 
the wanton desecration of Greek Or-
thodox churches and religious artifacts 
that are not only sacred to hundreds of 
millions of faithful believers, but beau-
tiful and historic sites and objects of 
inherent cultural value to all of hu-
manity. 

Despite a generation of suffering 
such injustices, the Greek Cypriot 
community continues to demonstrate 
remarkable magnanimity in seeking a 
fair solution to the division of the is-
land. Like many Hellenic-Americans, I 
applauded Cypriot President Demetris 
Cristofias’ effort to restart the process 
of reuniting the island by directly en-
gaging the Turkish Cypriot leadership. 
Although little progress has been made 
toward resolving the most significant 
issues—most notably the disposition of 
Greek Cypriots’ property and the pres-
ence of Turkish troops—after 36 meet-
ings in ten months of direct negotia-
tions, President Cristofias remains 
committed to continuing his talks with 

Turkish Cypriot leader Mehmet Ali 
Talat. 

An additional cause for hope came 
this past April, when the European 
Court of Justice ruled that a judgment 
of a court in the Republic of Cyprus 
must be recognized and enforced by the 
other EU member states even if it con-
cerns land situated in the Turkish oc-
cupied areas of Cyprus. This ruling 
confirms the international right of 
Greek Cypriots who were forced from 
their property by the Turkish occupa-
tion to seek relief against those who 
later made use of the property ille-
gally, providing not only a measure of 
justice to those able to pursue such a 
claim, but providing valuable leverage 
to the Republic’s government in resolv-
ing the overall property issue. 

These developments should strength-
en our commitment in Congress to en-
suring that the United States stands by 
its steadfast ally, the Republic of Cy-
prus, to achieve a resolution to the 
tragic division of the island that is fair 
to Greek Cypriots. As was conclusively 
demonstrated by the wholly justified 
rejection of the Annan Plan by Greek 
Cypriots in 2004, the Cyprus question is 
one that can only be resolved through 
mutual agreement on a solution, not 
the imposition of one. In the context of 
the current talks, that means the 
United States must encourage Turkey 
to give the leader of the Turkish Cyp-
riot community the leeway and author-
ity to negotiate a solution that is truly 
in the interests of the communities on 
the island, rather than seeking to con-
tinue its military presence. 

The vocal support of the United 
States for a fair, freely negotiated out-
come between the communities is as 
much a moral as it is a geopolitical ne-
cessity, given that it is not just the 
rights of the Greek Cypriot community 
that are at stake, but our solemn role 
as a nation that champions human 
rights and adherence to the rule of law. 
I therefore urge my colleagues to join 
me today in bearing witness to the 35 
years of injustice wreaked upon the 
people of the Republic of Cyprus, and 
in recommitting ourselves to the ur-
gent task of fairly and finally reunit-
ing the island. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

COMMENDING DUDLEY 
SPOONAMORE 

∑ Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I wish 
to congratulate and recognize a distin-
guished Kentuckian, Dudley 
Spoonamore, a Boyle County High 
School teacher, who was recently 
named the 2009 Kentucky Engineering 
and Technology Education Teacher of 
the Year. 

The Kentucky Engineering and Tech-
nology Education Teacher of the Year 
award, bestowed by the Kentucky En-
gineering and Technology Education 
Association Leadership Committee as 
well as fellow Technology Education 
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